
1

Creating Citations in APA StyleCreating Citations in APA Style

Spring 2008
• Demonstrates your integrity

• Supports your arguments

• Displays the literature research you have done

Why Use Citations?Why Use Citations?

• Ethical use of information
• To acknowledge or give credit (avoid plagiarism)
• Direct others who wish to consult the same 

source

Typically includes:
• Author(s) or Inventor(s)
• Title (book, article, journal, conference)
• Date 
• Publication information (volume, issue, article 
number)
• Publisher (name and location; URL, DOI)
• Pages

What do you need to include?What do you need to include?

The reader needs enough information to be 
able to find the original source.

Tips for Citation SuccessTips for Citation Success

Record all sources as you go
Refer to the APA Manual or guides to APA 
citation style (linked from guide)
Use RefWorks (optional)
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APA Style - In-Text CitationAPA Style - In-Text Citation

Use author’s last name, year of publication 
e.g.  (Jones, 2003)
Page number required only in case of a 
quotation
Use past tense or present perfect to refer to 
work

APA Style - In-Text Citation 
Examples

APA Style - In-Text Citation 
Examples

His study showed that “dispersing calcium ions 
throughout the water ensures a homogeneous gel 
formation” (Draget, 1989, p. 57).

Chambrey et al. (1994) described how the 
experiments were performed.

The U.S. Supreme Court recently ruled in favor of 
California's 3 strike law (Ewing v. California, 2003, 
pp. 997-1002). 

APA Style – Cited References ListAPA Style – Cited References List

• Arrange citations alphabetically by author 
(or title, if no author is given)

• All lines after the first line of each entry 
should be indented one-half inch from the 
left margin

• Your cited reference list should be on a 
new page separate from the text of your 
essay and titled References

• Double-spaced

APA Style – Date APA Style – Date 

“The date an electronic source was retrieved is 
important if the content you are citing is likely to be 
changed or updated. When no fixed publication 
date, edition, or version number can be cited, the
retrieval date offers a snapshot of the content at the 
time of your research.  For undated or otherwise 
changeable content retrieved from the open Web, 
as well as in-preparation, in-press, or preprint 
journal articles, include the retrieval date. 

No retrieval date is necessary for content that is
not likely to be changed or updated, such as a 
journal article or book.”
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Cited References – Sample ListCited References – Sample List

References

Baumeister, R. F. (1993). Exposing the self-knowledge myth [Review 
of the book The self-knower: A hero under control ]. 
Contemporary Psychology, 38, 466-467. 

Helfer, M.E., Keme, R.S., & Drugman, R.D. (1997). The battered child
(5th ed.). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Sillick, T. J., & Schutte, N. S. (2006). Emotional intelligence and
self-esteem mediate between perceived early parental love
and adult happiness. E-Journal of Applied Psychology, 2(2),
38–48. Retrieved from http://ojs.lib.swin.edu.au/index.php
/ejap/article/view/71/100

Stultz, J. (2006). Integrating exposure therapy and analytic therapy in 
trauma treatment. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 76(4), 
482–488. doi:10.1037/0002-9432.76.4.482

Last Name, Initials. (Year). 
• Comma between last name and initials.
•Punctuate after each initial.
•Separate multiple authors with a comma
•Use “&” instead of “and” before last author
•If more than six authors, list the first six, 
followed by “et al.”
•Conclude with period
•Follow names with publication year in 
parentheses and another period

Journal Article – Author and YearJournal Article – Author and Year
Villalobos, A.R., Fry, J.T., & Renfro, J.L. (2001).

• Do not underline or use quotation
marks.

• Do end with a period. 

Journal Article – Article TitleJournal Article – Article Title

Villlobos, A.R., Parmelee, J.T. & Renfro, J.L. (1999). 
Choline uptake across the ventricular membrane 
of neonate rat choroid plexus. 

• Write out periodical name in full
• Italicize
• End with a comma 

Journal Article – Journal TitleJournal Article – Journal Title

Villlobos, A.R., Parmelee, J.T. & Renfro, J.L. (1999). Choline
uptake across the ventricular membrane of neonate rat 
choroid plexus. American Journal of Cell Physiology,



4

• Follow journal title with volume 
number, issue number in parentheses 
and then page numbers
• Italicize volume number
• Separate volume(issue) from pages 
with a comma
• End with a period
• URL or DOI 

Journal Article – Numbers & LinkJournal Article – Numbers & Link
Villlobos, A.R., Parmelee, J.T. & Renfro, J.L. (1999). Choline

uptake across the ventricular membrane of neonate rat
choroid plexus. American Journal of Cell Physiology, 
100(1), 137-150. http://ajpcell.physiology.org/cgi/
content/abstract/276/6/C1288

Ausubel, F.M., Brent, R., & Struhl K.
(1997, June). A Comparison of This 
and That.  Symposium on Language, 
Bruges, Belgium, 3, 1372-1375. 

Conference PaperConference Paper

Author, A. A. (Year, Day Month). Title of 
paper. Title of conference. Location, vol. 
no., pages. 

Barak, P. (1999). Essential Elements for 
Plant Growth. Retrieved September 
19, 2007, from http://www.soils.wisc.edu
/~barak/soilscience326/essentl.htm.

Web resourceWeb resource

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of 
publication). Title of document. Retrieved 
month day, year, from http://Web address. 

Not sure what format to follow?Not sure what format to follow?

Consult The Publication Manual of 
the American Psychological 
Association or the examples linked 
from:

http://gethelp.library.upenn.edu/guides/engineering/E
SE112/ese112.html

Still not sure? Ask.


